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THINKING MORE DEEPLY
1.	 Is there any single thing in the film that surprised you or alarmed 
you? What was that?

2.	 Why is the American public so uninformed about our Nation’s 
financial condition and fiscal path and the implications for the econo-
my?

3.	 How is the glossy, colorful budget document displayed in the film 
by Robert Bixby a metaphor for what’s happened to the Federal gov-
ernment?

4.	 Why don’t we see more stories in the media about the country’s 
deteriorating fiscal condition?

5.	 In 1994, the Republican “contract with America” called for a bal-
anced federal budget, and a few years later, the Bush (41) and Clinton 
administrations established a policy of fiscal restraint aimed at restor-
ing fiscal discipline. Why do you think the government was unable to 
continue on this bipartisan track of fiscal responsibility?

6.	 Why do you think Americans have such a low savings rate? What 
prompts so many individuals to spend more money than they make?

7.	 Do you agree with Kay Harms, the retired teacher in the film, that 
“our priorities are screwed up in this country”? What do you think she 
means?

8.	 What would you be willing to forgo, either personally or in your 
community, in order to help balance the federal budget?

9.	 What will it take to make us change our free-spending ways, both 
as a nation and as individuals?  

10.	 The refrain in the song heard over the closing credits of the film 
says, “You’ve got to be cruel to be kind.” How does this expression 
apply to the goal of reducing the federal debt?
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SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION
Together with other audience members, brainstorm actions that you 
might take as an individual and that people might do as a group.  
Here are some ideas to get you started:

1. Encourage local candidates and elected leaders to discuss tax and 
spending priorities and ways to restore fiscal discipline. 

2. Take stock of your personal finances; develop a family fiscal plan 
in which all members’ contributions and outlays are listed. Involve 
your children in forming the plan, as a way to encourage responsible 
spending and savings habits by everyone in the family.

3. Arrange for a class on personal budgeting at your local high school 
or community center. Volunteer to teach it if you have the knowledge 
and skills or help to recruit an instructor. 

4. Invite the Concord Coalition to bring the Fiscal Wake-Up Tour to 
your community. See Citizen Action in the Resources section.

5. Visit the online OMB Watch Action Center to find out how you can 
become involved in an advocacy campaign to promote fiscal responsi-
bility. See Citizen Action in the Resources section.

6. Join forces with other concerned citizens to contact your local 
media—radio, television and newspapers—and ask them to provide 
more programs and articles to help educate the public about the 
national debt.

7. Visit and sign up on the IOUSAthemovie.com website.

For additional outreach ideas, visit www.itvs.org, the website of 
Independent Television Service. For local information, check the web-
site of your PBS station.

 
RESOURCES
http://www.iousathemovie.com/ – The I.O.U.S.A. film website offers 
updates and resources related to the film and the issues it addresses.

Federal Budget and Finances

http://www.gao.gov – The GAO provides testimony and legal opinions 
related to the governments finances as well as the eight-page report, 
“The Federal Government’s Financial Health: A Citizen’s Guide to the 
2007 Financial Report of the U.S. Government.” 

http://www.cbo.gov – The website of the Congressional Budget Office 
contains budget and economic information related to government 
agencies and their activities.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve – This entry in the 
Wikipedia website offers a detailed description of the organization and 
workings of the Federal Reserve System. 

Citizen Action

http://www.pgpf.org – The Peter G. Peterson Foundation is dedicated 
to increasing public awareness of the nature and urgency of several 
key challenges threatening America’s future, including the national 
debt. It offers the downloadable guide “The State of the Union’s 
Finances,” which contains tips and advice for citizen action on fiscal 
responsibility.

http://www.ombwatch.org – This nonprofit watchdog organization pro-
motes open government, accountability and citizen participation. The 
federal budget is a major issue area.

http://www.cyamerica.org – Concerned Youth of America is a nonpar-
tisan organization working to increase awareness of the state of our 
nation’s finances through grassroots education of youth on campuses 
nationwide.

http://www.concordcoalition.org/act/fiscal-wake-tour – This section 
of the Concord Coalition’s website provides contact information and a 
phone number to call to bring the Fiscal Wake-Up Tour to your com-
munity. 

http://www.federalreserveeducation.org/pfed – This educational web-
site contains information pertinent to personal finances.

http://www.cagw.org/site/PageServer – Citizens Against Government 
Waste is a private, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization whose mission 
is to eliminate waste, mismanagement and inefficiency in the federal 
government.
 
http://financialplan.about.com – The Budget & Save section of this 
website offers smart, practical tips on saving money and getting out 
and staying out of debt.

Economic Terms and Concepts

http://www.investorwords.com/ – This website contains basic defini-
tions of macroeconomic and microeconomic terms, along with links to 
additional financial information.

http://www.investopedia.com/ – Investopedia.com offers a broad 
range of financial information, including tutorials and a dictionary of 
terms. 

I.O.U.S.A. was produced by Patrick Creadon and Christine O’Malley. 

ITVS COMMUNITY is the national community engagement program of the 
Independent Television Service. To find out more about ITVS COMMUNITY, visit 
www.pbs.org/independentlens/getinvolved.
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