
ITVS INTERNATIONAL CALL 2009 

GUIDELINES 

 

DEADLINE: 5:00 PM on Friday, February 6, 2009 

 

This production funding initiative is designed to showcase international documentaries with powerful 
global stories that inform, inspire and connect Americans to the world at large. 

 

ITVS INTERNATIONAL CALL 

International Call provides production funds for independent producers who are non‐U.S. citizens, 
helping them create documentaries for American television. Through the ITVS International Call, 
storytellers from other countries introduce U.S. audiences to their global neighbors, opening a window 
into unfamiliar lives, experiences and perspectives. 

In addition to production funding and support, ITVS International will premiere funded programs on U.S 
public and commercial television, engaging viewers and maximizing impact through national promotion 
and educational outreach campaigns. 

International Call is an initiative of the International Media Development Fund—a project created by 
ITVS in partnership with the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Ford Foundation and the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. 

 

APPLYING TO ITVS INTERNATIONAL 

Before applying to International Call, it is important to review our Production Agreement Note to 
understand the terms and conditions of ITVS funding. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to 
contact Joy‐Marie Scott at joy_scott@itvs.org or +1‐415‐356‐8383 x232. Our office hours are 8:30 AM to 
5:30 PM Pacific Daylight Time. 

Please read the following guidelines carefully and complete the application according to the instructions 
in our “How To Apply” section.  

We require a written proposal, work‐in‐progress reels and a copy of a previously completed work in its 
entirety, including credits. No demo reels, or clip reels of your previous work, will be accepted. 
Incomplete proposals or unsigned applications will not be processed.  

English is the working language. All written materials must be in English. Video materials must also be in 
English, subtitled if necessary. 

Producers may submit only one application for one program to International Call per year. A producer 
can not apply as a Primary Applicant and a Co‐Applicant for two separate projects. 

 



 
ITVS INTERNATIONAL IS LOOKING FOR 

• Programs that bring international perspectives, ideas, events and people to U.S. television 

• Content that represents diverse communities and advances underrepresented points of view 

• Content that explores globally significant themes and inspires public dialogue  

• Single, story‐driven documentaries with broadcast hour versions 

• Programs that have already begun production and can be realistically completed within one 
year of contract 

• Co‐production projects with either international broadcast partner(s) or co‐productions with 
producers from different countries 

 

ITVS INTERNATIONAL IS NOT LOOKING FOR 

• Projects solely from American producers; U.S. producers may partner with international 
producers and apply as co‐applicants in true co‐production relationships 

• Subject matter based in the United States, lifestyle or children’s programming 

• Projects in development 

• Completed work for acquisition or distribution 

• Projects not intended for television or intended solely for theatrical release 

• Series proposals 

• Fictional dramas 

 

INDEPENDENT PRODUCER ELIGIBILITY 

• Applicants must be “independent producers.” This means that the individuals must have a) 
artistic, budgetary and editorial control of the project and b) the ability to grant ITVS the right to 
reversion for broadcast. 

• Applicants must be at least 18 years old. 

• The Primary Applicant must be a citizen of another country, who does not reside in the U.S. 
Applicants must identify their country of citizenship and legal residence. 

• Dual foreign/U.S. citizens are eligible if they do not reside in the U.S.  

• American citizens may only participate as Co‐Applicants in a true co‐production relationship 
with a non‐U.S. Primary Applicant. 

• Applicants must have previous film or television production experience in a principal role 
(producer, co‐producer, director or co‐director) as demonstrated by credits on a sample tape of 
a previously completed work submitted with the application. 

 



INELIGIBILITY 

• Students are not eligible. 

• U.S. residents, regardless of citizenship, are not eligible to apply as a Primary Applicant. (U.S. 
producers may partner with international producers and apply as co‐applicants in true co‐
production relationships.) 

• Producers who are currently under ITVS contract are not eligible. 

• Organizations—NGOs, universities, foundations, non‐profit media organizations, etc.—are not 
eligible. 

• Supporting crew members—writers, production managers, production assistants, etc.—can not 
submit an application on behalf of the project’s director or producer. 

• If an individual does not possess artistic, budgetary, and editorial control of the project, he/she 
is not eligible. 

• If an individual does not have the ability to grant ITVS the right to reversion the program for 
broadcast, he/she is not eligible. 

• If an individual submits an application as a Primary Applicant, he/she can not be a Co‐Applicant 
on another project. Individuals can only submit one application per round. 

 

FUNDING AMOUNTS 

International Call funds must be used as production completion funds for the project. The range of 
production funds offered for each project will vary. Applicants should be realistic and request what they 
need to finish their programs. If a project is recommended for funding, ITVS will thoroughly review the 
budget and negotiate the proposal’s funding request. A selected project will receive a funding offer that 
ITVS believes will allow the producers to complete the program for U.S. television broadcast. 

ITVS FUNDING IS NOT A GRANT 

Selected projects will receive funding once a Production License Agreement is executed. This is a 
contract that assigns ITVS International exclusive broadcast rights in the United States. Depending on 
the individual contract, ITVS International may participate in revenue sharing in all versions of the 
production. Please read the Production License Agreement Note. 

 

TIMELINE 

February: After the submission deadline, all applicants receive notification by mail or email within four 
weeks.  

April: In early April, a limited number of applicants are asked to submit additional budget and 
production information with a narrative update. 

May: A small group of finalists is given the opportunity to submit updated work‐in‐progress video (10 
minutes maximum). This is not mandatory. Applicants receive final decisions within six to eight weeks. 

Note: The entire proposal review process takes up to five months. Less than five percent of International 
Call applicants receive funding. 



ITVS INTERNATIONAL CALL 2009 

HOW TO APPLY 

 

Proposals must be received at the ITVS office by 5:00 PM Pacific Standard Time on Friday, February 6, 
2009. This is not a postmark deadline. We strongly recommend that applicants use a courier service so 
they can track their packages. Please do not call the office to inquire about the status of your 
application. You will be notified within two weeks of the submission deadline. 

 

Required Materials for International Call Application 

1. Application Cover (5 copies) 

2. Program Treatment (5 copies) 

3. Producer/Filmmaker’s Note of Intent (5 copies) 

4. List of Production Personnel (5 copies) 

5A. Work‐in‐Progress Video (3 copies) 

5B. Completed Sample Work Video (1 copy) 

5C. Written Description of Work‐in‐Progress and Completed  Sample Work (5 copies) 

 

Send materials to: 

ITVS International Call 2009 

651 Brannan Street, Suite 410 

San Francisco CA 94107 

USA 

 

BEFORE COMPLETING AN APPLICATION, PLEASE THOROUGHLY READ THE GUIDELINES AND 
INSTRUCTIONS BELOW. Applications are immediately disqualified if applicants do not follow the 
guidelines or do not send the required materials. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact 
Joy‐Marie Scott at joy_scott@itvs.org or +1‐415‐356‐8383 x232. 

 

1. APPLICATION COVER SHEET & BUDGET INFORMATION  

A. APPLICATION COVER SHEET: The first part of the application is filled out and submitted online (http 
link). After you enter your information in the online application, you must click “Proceed to 
Confirmation.” At this time, you will have the opportunity to review the completed application and 
make corrections. Afterward, click “Submit Part 1 to ITVS” and you will receive a printer‐friendly version 
of your application. Print five (5) copies of this application and sign and date all five (5) copies. Please 
keep a sixth copy for your own records. 



B. BUDGET INFORMATION INSTRUCTIONS: Please provide estimated budget information only in the 
budget section of your application cover page. Do not include in‐kind costs or support. 

TOTAL BUDGET = the total cost of the completed production (e.g. $200,000) 

TOTAL CASH SPENT TO DATE, IF ANY = money spent by the producer or other contributors prior 
to ITVS application 

PENDING FUNDS = the total amount of funds that have been requested from other sources but 
not yet committed; do not include your ITVS request. 

CASH SECURED, but not yet spent = committed grants and funds 

REQUEST TO ITVS FORMULA: Total Budget ($300,000) 

subtract Cash Spent ($100,000) 

subtract Cash Secured (50,000) 

Request to ITVS ($150, 000) 

PENDING FUNDS DETAILS: grants, foundation requests, etc.; do not include your ITVS request 
(e.g., applied for $10,000 from ARTE; applied for $25,000 from YLE) 

CASH SECURED DETAILS, but not yet spent: committed grants and funds. Please list the 
amounts, sources and year received. (e.g., $5,000 received from the Jan Vrijman Fund in 2006; 
$8,000 received from the Sundance Documentary Fund in 2007)  

 

2. PROGRAM TREATMENT (5 pages maximum) 

In English, communicate your program idea with as much detail as possible within five pages. Be sure to 
address the following: 

• A brief synopsis of the program 

• A treatment illustrating how you will translate your story from page to screen; include theme, 
format, structure, style and point of view 

• How this program will engage an American audience 

• The current status of the project and the timeline for completion 

 

3. FILMAKER’S NOTE OF INTENT (1 page maximum) 

This is an opportunity for filmmakers to express their interest in the project and how their strengths are 
suited to best tell the proposed story. Also, this is an opportunity for the filmmaker to express her/his 
own unique background. It a mission of ITVS to present diverse, underrepresented voices on television. 

 

4. PRODUCTION PERSONNEL (3 pages maximum) 

Applicants (including co‐applicants) must submit full CVs or résumés with filmographies. This warrants 
repeating: Applicants (including co‐applicants) must submit full CVs or résumés with filmographies. No 
summaries or one‐paragraph bios will be accepted for the Primary and Co‐Applicants. For key 



production personnel (advisors, editor, cinematographer/videographer and so on), include name, 
position and a short bio only. 

 

5. WORK‐IN‐PROGRESS VIDEO & PREVIOUSLY COMPLETED WORK SAMPLE VIDEO WITH DESCRIPTIONS 

A. WORK‐IN‐PROGRESS VIDEO: Proposals must include three copies of a work‐in‐progress. This sample 
of the proposed program must be least five minutes in length. The video can be a full rough cut, a 
trailer, selects, a clip, etc. If the program is not in English, the work‐in‐progress must have English 
subtitles. Research footage is not sufficient and will not be accepted. 

B. PREVIOUSLY COMPLETED WORK SAMPLE VIDEO: Include one copy of a previously completed work in 
its entirety, with credits and English subtitles. The previously completed work must be that of the 
Applicant or the Co‐Applicant, and the applicant’s name must appear in the credits. Demo reels do not 
qualify (reels containing clips of your past work). Label the spine and case with the applicant's name and 
title of the program. 

C. DESCRIPTION OF WORK‐IN‐PROGRESS & PREVIOUSLY COMPLETED WORK (1 page) Indicate if the 
work‐in‐progress is a rough cut, trailer, selects, etc. Specify the length of the work‐in‐progress. Also, 
describe the relevance of the Previously Completed Work to the proposed program and the applicant’s 
role as credited. 

NOTE: Video will be accepted on DVD‐R (NTSC, PAL or SECAM). Videos will not be returned. 

 

ASSEMBLYING YOUR APPLICATION PACKAGE 

An application package is comprised of five (5) sets of the proposal documents, three (3) copies of the 
work‐in‐progress, and one copy of the completed work sample. 

Please do not bind, spiral or package your proposals in folders. Each set of documents should simply be 
collated and stapled as such: 

Set 1   

1. Signed Application Cover  

2. Program Treatment (5 pages maximum) 

3. Filmmaker’s Note (1 page maximum) 

4. Production Personnel (3 pages maximum) 

5. Description of Work‐in‐Progress & Completed Sample Work (1 page) 

Set 2   

1. Signed Application Cover  

2. Program Treatment (5 pages maximum) 

3. Filmmaker’s Note (1 page maximum) 

4. Production Personnel (3 pages maximum) 

5. Description of Work‐in‐Progress & Completed Sample Work (1 page) 



 
Set 3   

1. Signed Application Cover  

2. Program Treatment (5 pages maximum) 

3. Filmmaker’s Note (1 page maximum) 

4. Production Personnel (3 pages maximum) 

5. Description of Work‐in‐Progress & Completed Sample Work (1 page) 

and so forth for 5 Sets. 

 

FINAL REQUIRED MATERIALS CHECKLIST 

• Five (5) sets of all written materials:  

1.) Signed Application Cover Sheet 

2.) Program Treatment 

3.) Filmmaker’s Note 

4.) Production Personnel 

5C.) Description of Work‐In Progress & Previously Completed Work 

• Video Materials: 

5A.) Work‐in‐Progress (3 copies)  

5B.) Previously Completed Work (1 copy) 



INTERNATIONAL CALL 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

GENERAL QUESTIONS 

Why was International Call initiative created? 

American audiences want to learn more about other places, people and points of view, but international 
stories and perspectives are in short supply on U.S. television. Independent producers from other 
countries create programming that has much to offer American audiences, but these producers have 
little access to U.S. funding and distribution. The International Call funding initiative was created to give 
U.S. audiences access to international programming and voices on American television. 

How does International Call work?  

Through the International Call funding initiative, ITVS International works to: 

1. Seek out international projects. We work closely with international media markets, film 
festivals and producer organizations to find and attract the most compelling television project 
proposals from around the world. 

2. Select the best projects created by international independent producers. International Call 
incorporates a peer‐review process involving distinguished industry professionals (filmmakers, 
commissioning editors, broadcasters, etc.) from around the world. 

3. Fund and manage projects to completion. Through International Call, we provide production 
funds in exchange for a license for domestic broadcast; strategic commissioning commitments 
vary. ITVS International works with producers to ensure that all programs meet broadcast and 
editorial standards. 

4. Find U.S. television distribution outlets. Working with the producer, public television and 
other outlets, we negotiate U.S. distribution through public or cable television. 

5. Maximize impact. Through publicity and community outreach campaigns, we help programs 
find and impact audiences. 

How does the International Call impact the support ITVS provides to U.S. producers through its other 
programs? 

International Call is a separate fund and does not affect the funding, services or programs offered to U.S. 
producers through existing ITVS initiatives. Existing domestic ITVS funding initiatives such as Open Call, 
LINCS, the Diversity Development Fund and others continue unchanged. 

How does International Call impact the amount of foundation funding available to American 
producers? 

As an international fund, International Call marks a new investment in media by major foundations, 
some of which have not traditionally funded media projects in the past or have set aside new designated 
allocations for this fund. These allocations do not affect their core media funds dedicated to American 
independents. International Call will increase the amount of funding available for independently 
produced documentaries internationally. 



 
Does the U.S. government have control over the selection of projects? 

No. International Call is funded by private foundations and solely administered by ITVS International, a 
branch of the nonprofit corporation Independent Television Service (ITVS). The staff of ITVS 
International and independent panels assembled by ITVS International staff make all decisions. 

How does ITVS International work to increase diversity in its pool of applicants? 

It is the mission of ITVS International to present diverse voices on television. We constantly strive to 
support underrepresented filmmaking communities throughout the world. We focus our field relations 
with filmmakers from indigenous and immigrant communities, as well as with filmmakers from countries 
in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Our efforts include outreach to a wide range of international festivals 
and markets where ITVS staff participate in workshops and serve on panels. Applicants can help guide 
our efforts by accurately filling out the demographic information on the application and by 
communicating their own diverse backgrounds in the Filmmaker’s Note section of their project proposal. 

 

PROGRAM CONTENT 

What kind of subject matter will funded projects address? 

Any compelling projects that bring international perspectives, ideas, events and people to U.S. television 
will be considered. Topics can vary and include documentaries about global current events, history, 
politics, culture, economics, arts and biography. To get an idea of the range of ITVS International co‐
productions, please review our recently funded projects. 

What parts of the world are you most interested in? 

International Call embraces projects from every part of the world, including places that are lesser known 
to U.S. audiences or seldom represented on U.S. television. We especially encourage producers from 
Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East to apply for funding. 

If a project is controversial or political, will it be considered? 

Yes. Any point of view, well presented, will be considered. 

Must all International Call programs be filmed in English? 

No, but all programs in languages other than English will be English‐versioned for U.S. audiences. English 
reversioning will vary according to the project. 

 

APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY 

Can U.S. producers apply for funding through International Call? 

No. Only non‐U.S. producers are eligible as Primary Applicants for the fund. Dual foreign/U.S. citizens 
are eligible if they do not reside in the U.S. In addition, U.S. producers are eligible to work on 
International Call projects as co‐producers or as part of the production team. If a non‐U.S. person is the 
Primary Applicant, a U.S. person can be a Co‐Applicant. 

I am not a U.S. citizen, but I live in the U.S. Do I qualify for International Call? 

No. International Call is only for filmmakers based outside the U.S. If you are a permanent U.S. resident, 
you may qualify for ITVS domestic initiatives, Open Call and LINCS. 



Will ITVS fund a first‐time filmmaker? Am I required to have a certain amount of producing experience 
to apply to ITVS? 

To be eligible to apply for ITVS funds, the applicant or co‐applicant must be an independent filmmaker 
with experience as a producer, co‐producer, director or co‐director. All proposals must be accompanied 
by a previously completed sample work on which the applicant or co‐applicant was producer, co‐
producer, director or co‐director. Applicants sometimes send videos on which they were an editor or 
associate producer. While this experience is relevant and should be included in your résumé, such 
videos are not included in the review process, so please do not send them. The sample work does not 
need to have been broadcast or even be a specific length, but it should demonstrate your best work and 
ideally have some relevance to the project at hand. If you have limited producing experience, we 
encourage you to find an experienced mentor to work with, preferably someone in your area with a 
proven track record of producing work for television. If you have not produced anything of your own, 
you will need to work with a co‐applicant who has. 

How does ITVS define “independent producer”? 

Independent producer means that the individual applicants have artistic, budgetary and editorial control 
of their project; and are able to grant ITVS the right to reversion for broadcast.  

Can an organization be an applicant? 

Organizations such as universities, foundations, and nonprofit media organizations are not eligible. 

Are dramas, shorts, or series eligible for funding? 

At this time, the International Call funds only single documentaries. Funding for dramas, series or shorts 
may be available in the future. 

Does ITVS International have restrictions on program length? 

Standard American broadcast length is one hour. Producers can apply for funding for feature‐length 
programs as long as the length is justified in the proposal. The producer should make a case for how the 
material warrants feature length in a television environment. At this time, ITVS International cannot 
support shorts or half‐hour programs. 

How often can I apply to International Call? 

Applicants may apply for only one project per call. If a person is a Primary Applicant on one project, 
she/he cannot be a Co‐Applicant on another project. There is no limit to the number of calls to which an 
applicant can apply for funding. If you applied to International Call in 2007 or 2008, you can also apply in 
2009. 

 

APPLYING TO INTERNATIONAL CALL 

What is the review process for International Call? 

ITVS International staff evaluates all applications to determine eligibility. Eligible applications are then 
reviewed by ITVS International staff and outside evaluators selected by ITVS International. Evaluators 
are chosen from a pool of filmmakers, producers, editors, programmers and others who have extensive 
international experience. 

Based on these reviews and further input from ITVS staff, highly rated projects are submitted to an 
outside panel for final selection. This panel includes a diverse international group of commissioning 



editors, filmmakers, television professionals, production consultants, academics and regional and/or 
subject experts. The panel meets with ITVS International and recommends projects for funding. 

Selected programs are offered a contract for U.S. broadcast rights in exchange for funding and services. 
The call is extremely competitive as we are only able to fund approximately  5% of International Call 
applicants. 

How long does it take to get funding for International Call? 

The application and review process takes up to five months. Funded projects are notified in June. Upon 
producers’ permissions, greenlit projects are publicly announced after contracts are signed. For further 
information on the timeline of the application process, please refer to the timeline in the Guidelines. 

When will I be notified regarding my application’s status? 

After the submission deadline, all applicants will receive notification by email within two weeks. At this 
time, applicants will be notified of their eligibility status. They will then be notified of their application’s 
progress within six to eight weeks of this submission. In April, a small group of finalists will submit 
additional information and receive a final decision within eight weeks. 

Can I review a sample application? 

Because of the wide range of projects that have received support from ITVS International, we do not 
circulate sample applications for review.  

What are the most common mistakes that applicants make? 

Unfortunately many applicants do not read the guidelines as carefully as they should. Many producers 
do not write clear treatments, making them generic and unspecific as to how the story will be told. 
Other common mistakes are incomplete proposals, no work‐in‐progress reel or no completed sample 
work. Applicants also forget to sign their signature at the end of the application. These can make 
applications ineligible. 

What videos must I submit with my application? 

All proposals must be accompanied by a video of the applicant’s previously completed work its entirety, 
with credits and English subtitles if the program’s language is not English. Demo reels, selected clips of 
your past work, do not qualify.  

In addition, you must provide a work‐in‐progress video of the proposed project (selects, scenes, rough 
cut, etc.) with a minimum length of five minutes. Research footage is not sufficient and will not be 
accepted. 

Must the work‐in‐progress video be five minutes? I have a three‐minute trailer; will this do? 

International Call is a highly competitive process. In our experience with International Call, no matter 
how well‐written the proposal, projects simply don’t compete when the work‐in‐progress is too brief. 
We receive so many compelling proposals that the more developed ones always rise to the top. 

Why does ITVS International need so many copies of the materials and reels? 

We have a rigorous selection process that involves external readers and staff from ITVS’s Programming, 
Production, Legal and Distribution departments.  

Can you review my proposal and tell me if it meets the standards for International Call? 

ITVS receives well over a thousand proposals each year. We do not have the capacity to review 
proposals before the deadlines. We encourage you to include enough detail in your proposal that our 



reviewers can get a full sense of your concept and the quality of your work. If you have general 
questions about the guidelines and application process for International Call, please send an email to 
Joy‐Marie Scott at joy_scott@itvs.org or call her at +1‐415‐356‐8383 x232. Take a look at previously 
funded films (http://www.itvs.org/international/films/) to get a sense of the type of work we fund, and 
of course, feel free to contact Joy if you’re still unsure. 

What kind of producer feedback does ITVS International give? 

ITVS International offers feedback for all applicants to International Call. Feedback consists of a 
telephone appointment between the Primary Applicant and/or Co‐Applicant and staff. We do not send 
feedback via email. 

Does ITVS encourage applicants to resubmit proposals that have been declined? 

We provide feedback so producers can improve their proposals for the next submission, or understand 
why their projects are not right for ITVS in general. 

 

BUDGET & FUNDING 

What is the funding range for International Call projects? 

The goal of International Call is to provide enough funds for a producer to complete a documentary for 
broadcast on U.S. television. The funding request should be sufficient to complete the production. As a 
guideline, this request should fall within the range of $10,000 to $150,000. 

At what stage will ITVS International fund a project? 

International Call funding is for the production and post‐production phases. It is not for research and 
development, nor is it for the acquisition of finished programs. The programs submitted must have 
already begun production and be completed and ready for broadcast within one year of contract. 

What does "completion funding" mean? 

Completion funding means the last money needed to deliver a program. This does not include deferrals. 
ITVS funds can only be applied to work occurring forward from the commitment of ITVS funds. 

Will I increase my chances of getting funded if I ask for less money? 

We certainly do consider the amount of money requested when assessing whether a proposal is a good 
investment. Although ITVS International funds are limited, you should base your budget request on 
what is required to complete your program. There is no advantage and several distinct disadvantages to 
asking for less than what is required. 

How much can I pay myself as a producer? 

You should give yourself an equitable wage based on your time and effort. This must be expressed as a 
flat fee. ITVS International does not pay deferred salaries, so you must calculate your time as a producer 
starting the moment you receive ITVS funding. 

Will ITVS International provide a sample budget online? 

No. Each project is different and budgets reflect each production’s specific needs. We believe that 
posting instructions to help applicants fill out the budget summary is the best way to help them 
complete that part of the application. 



 
Is there another ITVS initiative that funds international productions? 

ITVS International also grants funding to projects through direct commissioning on a case‐by‐case basis. 
Commission funding is by invitation only and there is no formal application process. Please do not 
submit unsolicited proposals. 

 

CONTRACT 

What kind of contract do producers sign when they receive funding from ITVS International? 

In exchange for funding and services, the producer grants ITVS the exclusive U.S. television broadcast 
rights for a determined time period of seven years. The producer is required to deliver a completed 
program that meets U.S. broadcast standards. Other contract points, including international TV rights, 
theatrical rights and revenue sharing, are negotiated on a case‐by‐case basis. It is important that you 
carefully review and understand our Production Agreement Note 
(http://www.itvs.org/producers/international_agreement.html). 

Who has editorial control? 

The producer has creative and financial control of the project and will own the copyright. ITVS 
International will consult with the producer regarding creative, editorial and financial matters 
throughout the production and the completion of the program. ITVS International will require input into 
the editing and presentation of the program to meet U.S. broadcast standards and regulations, but also 
to attract and be relevant for a U.S. audience. 

Does ITVS International require reversioning of its funded projects? 

ITVS reserves the right to make changes to and reformat the program for the purpose of delivering to a 
U.S. broadcast outlet. This may include but is not limited to, subtitling, narration, editing for time and to 
fit the technical and format requirements of the broadcaster. 

What will ITVS’s credited role be on the program? 

ITVS International will receive co‐production credits on all International Call programs, including an 
executive producer credit. 

Does ITVS International take any revenue sharing? 

ITVS participates in revenue sharing of the net profits from your program from all distribution, on all 
versions worldwide. The revenue sharing is a percentage based on amount of ITVS’s budget 
contribution. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

Does International Call acquire finished programs? 

At this time, ITVS International does not acquire finished films through International Call process. ITVS 
accepts submissions of completed films for Independent Lens, a 29‐week national PBS series jointly 
curated by PBS and ITVS. Independent Lens welcomes the full spectrum of film and accepts advanced 
fine cuts and completed works of all genres.  



 
How are International Call programs distributed? 

ITVS International works with PBS and the 348 U.S. public television stations, along with other television 
and cable broadcasters, to secure the best possible broadcast for each program. Distribution options for 
each program will depend on the interest of our partners in public television and cable, the program’s 
content and other factors. ITVS International may also seek multiplatform distribution venues such as 
podcasts or video on demand for these projects. We currently have a 100% placement rate. 

What if I have a project that already has international distribution partners but still needs money to 
be completed? 

Projects with international partners attached will be considered as long as exclusive U.S. broadcast 
rights are still available. 

 

Have additional questions about International Call? 

Do not hesitate to contact Joy‐Marie Scott at joy_scott@itvs.org or +1‐415‐356‐8383 x232. Our office 
hours are 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM Pacific Daylight Time.  

 

 



ITVS PRODUCTION AGREEMENT (a.k.a. “The Fine Print”) 

 

ITVS financing is a co‐production investment in the Program. A greenlit Program submission will not 
receive ITVS funds until the complete production budget has been raised. 

ITVS agreements include the following provisions, among others. 

THE PRODUCER WILL: 

Maintain creative and financial responsibility in significant consultation with ITVS. 

Grant to ITVS the exclusive right to package and distribute the Program for broadcast in the U.S. 
Territory and its possessions. U.S. Broadcasting outlets include public, commercial, satellite and cable 
television, and their internet equivalents. 

Keep the right to distribute the Program in ancillary markets not administered by ITVS, subject to ITVS 
approval, such as home video, non‐theatrical, theatrical and festival distribution in the Territory. 

Secure signed written releases for all major participants in the Program. 

Secure appropriate Production Insurance and Errors and Omissions insurance (E & O insurance is 
required for U.S. broadcast). 

Be responsible for all tax liabilities required by the country where Producer is located. 

Observe and implement the ITVS technical specifications and the editorial and journalistic standards as 
provided by ITVS. 

 

ITVS WILL: 

Provide production funds as a co‐production investment with revenue participation in all versions of the 
Program world‐wide. The ITVS revenue participation will be based on a percentage of funding that ITVS 
invests in the approved production budget. The actual percentage will be reviewed with the producer 
prior to completing the ITVS Agreement. 

License the exclusive broadcast rights for seven years from initial broadcast in the U.S. Territory and its 
possessions, commonwealths and instrumentalities (including Guam, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
American Samoa, military bases, embassies and consulates, and ships at sea and the Bahamas, 
Bermuda, and the Caribbean Basin). Please note, ITVS will have up to one year from the date of Delivery 
of the U.S. broadcast version of the Program to secure the broadcast date, at which time the License 
Period will begin. 

Consult with the producer regarding creative, editorial and financial matters throughout the production 
and the completion of the Program. ITVS will require input into the editing and presentation of the 
Program to meet U.S. broadcast standards and regulations, but also to attract and be relevant for a U.S. 
audience. 

Supply funded Producers with access to the online ITVS Production Handbook clearly describing all ITVS 
broadcast and other standard requirements necessary for Delivery of the Program to ITVS. 

Have the option to offer the Program, either for a fee or free of charge, to U.S. Public Television or to 
any commercial broadcast entity. 



Have the right to provide appropriate packaging, scheduling, broadcast, outreach, promotion and 
website support for the television broadcast on a case‐by‐case basis. 

Have the exclusive right to promote the program in all media in the Territory, and the non‐exclusive 
right to promote the Program in all media world‐wide. 


